THE   COURT   OF   BERLIN

LETTER   XX

TO    THE    DUKE    DE -------

September 2nd, 1786.

BY what fatality, my Lord, has it happened
that I have not received your letter, dated the
sixteenth, till this day? And, still more especially,
why was it not written some weeks sooner? The
importance of the proposition with which it con-
cludes will never be fully understood; and which,
made at any other time, except when the King
was dying, would have been willingly accepted.
It will never be known, had it been presented
soon enough, how much it might have effected,
impeded and indicated, relative to a Prince whose
understanding perhaps is not great, but who pos-
sesses gratitude, and who will much more certainly
be an honest man than a great King; so that his
heart, rather than his mind, ought to have been
appealed to; and that at a time when he was far
otherwise accessible than at present; walled in,

as  he is,  by system and intrigue.    How does it
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